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read Froissart, felt perfectly happy, and reflected contentedly
that "adventures are to the adventurous."

He had prepared the enterprise with infinite pains. The
memories of his beloved secret societies had been of service,
and he left with Murray a code which enabled him to write
without mentioning names. Sir Walter Scott would be
"the Chevalier,** Lockhart, "M," the Minister Canning would
be "X," and Murray himself, "the Emperor." No sooner
arrived in Edinburgh than he sent his credentials to Lock-
hart, who occupied a small house near Abbotsford, his
father-in-law's magnificent property. He was invited to call
on the following day. The writer was dumbfounded when
he saw this child come in, for when he read the name of
D'Israeli he had naturally thought of the father, whom he
had formerly met in London. A chilling and slightly
pedantic man, given to mockery, and rather inflated by the
importance of his father-in-law, he took this extreme youth-
fulness as if it were an insult, and his welcome was icy.

D*Israeli felt his courage failing him. But such was the
working of his temperament that the more he was intimi-
dated, the more detached did he appear. He sat down with
a majestic deliberation which added ten years to his age,
and began with perfect coolness to develop what he called
John Murray's project. It was really that of Benjamin
D5Israeli. But he knew that the opinions of a lad of twenty
have small chance of being listened to: it was for this reason
that he used to improvise quotations, attributing to recog-
nized authors ideas which he had not the nerve to express as
his own.

On his lips everything grew immense. In the person of
Powles the partnership was supported by "the whole of the
City," "all the mining interests," "the whole of America";